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But when the process became so accelerated that appreci-
able changes occurred within the life-time of an individual, it
was not long before the old modes of thought proved
inadequate; and dynamic, evolutionary, and dialectical
philosophies appeared and were popular. Nowadays changes
in every aspect of life come so thick and fast that he who has
not learned to think dynamically will make more and more
mistakes and be led far astray. \-
j A beginning was made in the move to dynamic thinking
in the liberal phase of Islam, as it had been, more thoroughly,
in liberal thought in the West. This beginning was princi-
pally in the idea of evolution, which was applied, though
stintingly, to the Muslim religion. We have noticed how
writers like Amir 'all and Khuda Bakhsh used the principle
of evolution to rid modern Islam of its superseded aspects.
This principle, and the similar one of historical criticism,
could readily serve as defensive weapons for isolated points;
for instance, polygamy could be regarded as natural or good
in Muhammad's time, though evil to-day. But few thinkers
really absorbed the principle entirely, applying it not only
when useful in defence but throughout. Few liberal Muslims
abandoned the static ideas of religious authority and finality.
Yet the idea of progress became popular, as it must in a
changing and potentially advancing world. Much energy
was devoted to proving Islam progressive. One pamphleteer
writes : " If a religion or creed refuses to conform to the
needs of the time and advance with the changing environ-
ment, it practically refuses to progress " *. This tautology
means at least that the author has deemed progress a virtue,
and assumes that his readers will at once recognize the refu-
sal to progress as a condemnation of even religion. However,
all this trend was but a concession to the spirit of the times ;
never a complete absorption of it. At best, the liberal atti-
tude was an accommodation to existing social change, seldom
an exhortation to more, v"
Moreover, the next stage, after liberal evolution, is reached
by a further recognition : that not only is human society and
human life changing rapidly, but it is man himself who is